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Across the globe, the world population is ageing. In

Hong Kong, the rate of people ageing is growing at an
unprecedented rate from the ratio of 1 in 8 citizens aged 65
or above in 2008 to 1 in 4 by 2033. In the wake of a fast grow-
ing ageing population, Hong Kong is facing the challenge of
providing quality care and support for the elderly with an aim to
enhance the quality of life as people age

Since 1997 the Hong Kong government has set up the Eld-
erly Commission to provide advice on the formulation of a com-
prehensive policy in caring for elders. Notable among the
Commission's sciiies has been he development of a network
of Elder Academies (EAs) across Hong Ki

o tifarantlnaring cpportiea o e bt ey date,
a network of over 100 EAs in schools, universities and NGOs
has been established, which creates an evident need and
demand for professional development of EA tutors and practi-
tioners.

The Hong Kong Institute of Education recognizes that it has
a particular and unique contribution to make in the provision of
educational opportunities for the elderly in Hong Kong, particu-
larly through its HKIEd Elder Academy, to take a lead role in the
provision of teaching and professional development of EA tutors
and coordinators across Hong Kong. As a result, the Profes-
sional Certfcale Programme i Lifelong and Elderly Education
(SREET--RESENIZH B XBHERIZ) was developed ar
ot BYETed by o HKIES Flder Acadarmy andiSHiaii Its:
grated Services for the Elderly of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Hong Kong (ELCHK) in October 2010 as a

——irainthe-triner iitative. The sl of the

programme is to provide a high quality study oppor-
tunity for practitioners in lifelong and elderly education, to
enhance their knowledge, sensitivity and capacity to work in a
fully professional mannerin the field.

Being the first of its kind offered by a higher education institu-
tion in Hong Kong, the Professional Certificate Programme has a
focus on both theory and practice pertinent to the teaching and
learning of elders. Endorsing the value and contribution of this
programme, the Elderly Commission has awarded a sum of
HK§120,000 to set up a scholarship scheme to reward and rec-
ognize meritorious academic performance. Students who have
successfully completed both the course and teaching practicum
requirements will get a scholarship.

After almost a year of hard work and strenuous effort, our first
cohort will soon graduate with their graduation ceremony sched-
uled for November 9, 2011. To carry on the motto and spirit of
lifelong learning, | hope our graduates will not see the completion
of the programme as an end to their own learing and contribu-
tion to the learning of others. Now being professionally trained
tutors of older leamers, our graduates are more empowered than
ever to contribute to active ageing and active learning for them-
selves, as well as, for many others.
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